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Brief Analysis

The pandemic left President Biden with fewer opportunities to host regional
leaders early in his term, but the quantities and patterns in each
administration’s invitations offer additional revelations about their policy
priorities.

A mid a July 18 White House meetlng with Israeli president Isaac Herzog

, President Biden reportedly invited Prime Minister

Binyamin Netanyahu to visit the United States as well. Netanyahu’s office did not specify when and where the

meetlng will take place, promptlng media speculation (https://www.timesofisrael.com/biden-calls-netanyahu-

overhaul/) that a sit-down may occur on the sidelines

of the UN General Assembly meeting in New York. Whether or not those talks occur, Biden has hosted far fewer visits

from Middle East leaders than his predecessors did during their first two-and-a-half years in office:
e President Biden: 5 visits since taking office.

e President Trump: 20 visits between January 2017 and July 2019.

e President Obama: 21 visits between January 2009 and July 2011.

Even Obama’s second term saw more such visits: 11 between January 2012 and July 2014. Of course, part of the
reason for the drop in Middle East visits is the COVID-19 pandemic, which affected visits from other regions as well—
overall, President Biden has hosted 36 meetings with foreign leaders worldwide, compared to 87 during the first part
of Trump’s term. Even so, a closer look at each administration’s track record offers interesting insights into their

policy priorities.
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The Obama Administration (2009-2017)

n total, President Obama’s two terms saw him participate in more than 50 meetings with 18 different Middle East
leaders on American soil. The bulk of these meetings were held with the leaders of Israel, Jordan, and Turkey,
including 12 with Netanyahu, 12 with King Abdullah II, and five with Recep Tayyip Erdogan (both as prime minister

and president). Obama also held six meetings with two consecutive Iraqi prime ministers.

First Term (2009-2012)

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak: 2 meetings

o August 17-19, 2009 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2009/08/19/president-mubarak-egypt-white-

house) : Discussions on bilateral relations and expanding social and economic partnerships.

e September 1, 2010 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/egypt) : Middle East peace talks.

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki: 3 meetings

[ ]

[ ]
pm-nuri-al-maliki-address-press#transcript) : Discussions on democratic progress in Iraq, trade deals, and
economic growth.

[ ]

prime-minister-nouri-al-maliki) : Discussions on bilateral relations, the end of the Iraq war, and a gradual U.S.

withdrawal.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu: 8 meetings

[
prime-minister-netanyahu-press-availability) : Discussions on U.S.-Israel differences, the two-state solution, and
Iran’s nuclear program.

[ )

flounders-idUSTRE5A80PQ20091109) : Discussions on the peace process, notably the status of East Jerusalem and

Israeli settlements.

e July 6, 2010 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2010/07/06/president-Obamas-meeting-with-prime-
minister-Netanyahu-gaza-iran-nuclear-weapons-pea) : Discussions on the situation in Gaza, Iran’s nuclear program,

and peace prospects.

e September 1-2, 2010 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/israel) : Middle East peace talks.

e May 20-25, 2011 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShP8hQ431HU&ab_channel=TheObamaWhiteHouse) :

Discussions on U.S.-Israel differences, the two-state solution, and Iran’s nuclear program.

e September 21, 2011 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/israel) : Discussions at the UN General
Assembly.

minister-netanyahu) : Discussions on the wave of uprisings in the Middle East and the U.S. commitment to Israel’s

security.
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Jordanian King Abdullah II: 5 meetings

e April 21, 2009 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/statement-visit-king-abdullah-jordan) :

Discussions on bilateral relations, security cooperation, and regional peace prospects.

e April12-13, 2010 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/jordan) : Discussions during the Nuclear

Security Summit.

e September 1, 2010 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/jordan) : Middle East peace talks.

jordan-discuss-libya-israel-and-palestine-and-chang) : Discussions on the situation in Libya, domestic challenges in

Jordan, and Israel-Palestinian peace prospects.

abdullah-ii-jordan-white-house) : Discussions on the Israeli-Palestinian situation and political transitions in the

region.

Kuwaiti Emir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah: 1 meeting

Discussions on Afghanistan, Iran’s nuclear program, and regional peace prospects.

Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri: 2 meetings

[ ]
prime-minister-lebanon-saad-hariri) : Discussions on security cooperation, economic partnership, and U.S. support
for the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.

[ ]

hariri-stability-and-justice-lebanon) : Discussions on Lebanon’s internal stability and Hezbollah’s attempts to

collapse the government.

Qatari Emir Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani: 1 meeting

meets-amir-hamad-bin-khalifa-al-thani#transcript) : Discussions on the situation in Libya and Qatar’s support for

the NATO coalition.

Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz: 1 meeting

e June 29, 2010 (https://www.reuters.com/article/idUKWEN6473) : Discussions on the Arab Peace Initiative, Iran’s

nuclear program, and Riyadh’s commitment to combating violent extremism.

Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan: 3 meetings

e December 7, 2009 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2009/12/07/us-and-turkey-moving-forward-

together) : Discussions on bilateral relations, economic opportunities, and efforts to curb Iran’s nuclear program.

e April12-13, 2010 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/turkey) : Discussions during the Nuclear

Security Summit.

e September 20, 2011 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/turkey) : Discussions at the UN General
Assembly.

Second Term (2013-2017)

Egyptian President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi: 1 meeting

e September 25, 2014 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/egypt) : Discussions at the UN General
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Assembly.

Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki: 1 meeting

November 1, 2013 (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PPP-2013-book2/pdf/PPP-2013-book2-doc-
pgl1201.pdf) : Discussions on bilateral relations and U.S. military/counterterrorism support.

Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi: 3 meetings

September 24, 2014 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/iraq) : Discussions at the UN General

Assembly.

the-white-house) : Discussions on the international coalition to defeat the Islamic State and the humanitarian

situation in Iraq.

September 29, 2015 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/iraq) : Discussions at the UN General
Assembly.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu: 4 meetings

prime-minister-netanyahu) : Discussions on negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, the situation

in Syria, and Iran’s nuclear program.

and-prime-minister-netanyahu-bilateral-meeting) : Discussions on security cooperation, violence in Syria, and
Egypt’s political situation.

netanyahu-meet-white-house) : Discussions on the situation in Gaza and efforts to curb threats from the Islamic
State.

November 9, 2015 (https://www.timesofisrael.com/watch-video-full-text-of-remarks-by-obama-netanyahu-

november-9-2105/) : Discussions on security cooperation, the situation in Syria, and ways to deal with Islamic State

advances.

Jordanian King Abdullah II: 6 meetings

April 25, 2013 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2013/04/26/president-obama-meets-king-abdullah-

ii) : Discussions on the situation in Syria and the influx of refugees to Jordan.

September 23, 2014 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/jordan) : Discussions at the UN General

Assembly.

December 5, 2014 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/12/05/remarks-president-

obama-and-his-majesty-king-abdullah-jordan-after-bilat) : Discussions on the rise in extremism and the challenges

of achieving comprehensive Israeli-Palestinian peace.

February 3, 2015 (https://www.jpost.com/Breaking-News/Obama-to-meet-Jordans-King-Abdullah-in-Washington-

Tuesday-389918) : Discussions on efforts to deal with the Islamic State.

February 24, 2016 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/24/remarks-president-
obama-and-his-majesty-king-abdullah-jordan-after) : Discussions on Syria, the Islamic State, and rising Israeli-

Palestinian tensions.

March 31, 2016 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/jordan) : Discussions during the Nuclear
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Security Summit.

Kuwaiti Emir Sabah: 1 meeting

e May 14, 2015 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/kuwait) : Discussions at a Camp David summit

with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders on countering violent extremism.

Moroccan King Mohammed VI: 1 meeting

united-states-america-and-kingdom-morocco) : Discussions on economic partnerships, counterterrorism

cooperation, and Middle East peace prospects.

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas: 1 meeting

and-president-abbas-palestinian-authority) : Discussions on bilateral relations and prospects for comprehensive
peace.

Qatari Emir Hamad: 1 meeting

hamad-bin-khalifa-al-thani-gatar-white-house) : Discussions on security issues, as well as challenges in the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process.

Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani: 2 meetings

e February 24, 2015 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/02/20/statement-press-

: Discussions on political, social, and economic issues.

e May 14, 2015 (https://www.diwan.gov.ga/briefing-room/news/international-
occasions/2015/may/14/io_140515_campdavid?sc_lang=en) : Discussions at a Camp David summit with Gulf

Cooperation Council leaders on countering violent extremism.

Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz: 1 meeting

e September 4, 2015 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/09/04/joint-statement-
meeting-between-president-barack-obama-and-king-salman) : Discussions on the Iran nuclear deal, bilateral

relations, and the situation in Yemen.

Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi: 1 meeting

e May 20, 2015 (https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/20/statement-press-secretary-
visit-president-caid-essebsi-tunisia) : Discussions on expanding the bilateral strategic partnership and consolidating

Tunisian democracy.

Turkish Prime Minister/President Erdogan: 2 meetings

e May 14, 2013 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/turkey) : Discussions at the UN General Assembly.
e March 31, 2016 (https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/turkey) : Discussions during the Nuclear

Security Summit.

UAE Crown Prince Muhammad bin Zayed: 1 meeting

meeting-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-zayed-al-nahyan-un) : Discussions on counterterrorism collaboration,

energy partnerships, and the Iran nuclear deal.
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Yemeni President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi: 1 meeting

e August 1, 2013 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q30WUCDzWA&ab_channel=TheObamaWhiteHouse) :

Discussions on the political transition in Yemen.

The Trump Administration (2017-2021)

n addition to meetings at the UN and other venues, President Trump hosted more than 20 White House visits by 13
different Middle East leaders throughout his tenure, including 11 leaders in his first year and five more his second
year. Prime Minister Netanyahu was the most frequent regional visitor

(https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/visits/israel) , with five trips between February 2017 and September
2020.

Bahraini Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa: 1 meeting

o September 16, 2019 (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-bahrain-meeting-idUSKCN1VX2R6) : Discussions on

maritime security, the Iranian threat, counterterrorism, and peace in the Middle East.

Egyptian President Sisi: 3 meetings

[ ]
meeting-president-abdel-fattah-al-sisi-egypt/) : Discussions on “efforts to strengthen the United States-Egypt
strategic partnership and to mark a new day in the relationship between the countries.”

[ ]

[ ]

republic-of-egypt-before-bilateral-meeting/) : Discussions on military issues, trade, and progress on combating

terrorism.

Iraqi Prime Minister Abadi: 1 meeting

donald-j-trump-iragi-prime-minister-haider-al-abadi/) : Discussions on “America’s support for Iraq and the Iraqi

people in our shared fight” against the Islamic State.

Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi: 1 meeting

Discussions on the U.S. military mission in Iraq and security, energy, and economic issues.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu: 5 meetings

minister-netanyahu-israel-joint-press-conference/) : Discussions on the bilateral partnership, security assistance to

Israel, and preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.

e September 18, 2017 (https://www.cnn.com/2017/09/18/middleeast/netanyahu-trump-iran-unga/index.html) :

Discussions at the UN General Assembly regarding Israel’s concerns about the Iran nuclear deal.

e March 25, 2019 (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/europe/erdogan-trump-letter.html) : Discussions

on the U.S. decision to recognize Israel’s authority over the Golan Heights.
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countries-ready-to-make-peace-with-israel/) : Discussions on regional countries normalizing relations with Israel

ahead of the Abraham Accords signing ceremony.

Jordanian King Abdullah II: 2 meetings

king-abdullah-ii-jordan-joint-press-conference/) : Discussions on strengthening America’s longstanding support for

Jordan, Syria, the fight against the Islamic State, and the Arab Peace Initiative.

e June 25, 2018 (https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/readout-president-donald-j-trumps-

: Discussions on the bilateral partnership, U.S.
commitment to Jordan’s stability and security, and countering Iran’s malign influence in Syria and the broader Middle
East.

Kuwaiti Emir Sabah: 2 meetings

shared security interests, Kuwait’s crucial contributions to regional stability, and its partnership in the fight against the

Islamic State.

investments, and the fight against the Islamic State.

Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri: 1 meeting

prime-minister-saad-hariri-lebanon/) : Discussions on “issues of mutual concern, including the fight against

terrorism, the economy, and refugees”

Palestinian Authority President Abbas: 2 meetings

e May 3, 2017 (https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/readout-the-meeting-between-president-donald-j-

trump-and-president-mahmoud-abbas-the) : Discussions on “the advancement of Middle East peace and the
strengthening of United States-Palestinian relations.”

trumps-meeting-with-president-mahmoud-abbas-of-the-palestinian-authority/index.html) : Discussions at the UN

General Assembly on “working toward an enduring Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement.”

Qatari Emir Tamim: 3 meetings

: Discussions on “ways to enhance bilateral cooperation

and advance security, stability, and prosperity across the Middle East.”

e April 10, 2018 (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/10/world/middleeast/trump-qatar-terrorism.html) :
Discussions on the fight against terrorism and Qatar’s dispute with its neighbors.

e July9, 2019 (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-gatar-idUSKCN1U105T) : Discussions on the latest regional

and international developments, counterterrorism, economic ties, and security ties.

Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman: 2 meetings
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Discussions on “support for a strong, broad, and enduring strategic partnership based on a shared interest and

commitment to the stability and prosperity of the Middle East region.”

e March 20, 2018 (https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-crown-

: Discussions on bilateral relations,

investments, and the Iran nuclear deal.

Turkish President Erdogan: 2 meetings

e May 16, 2017 (https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/16/politics/trump-erdogan-visit/index.html) : Discussions on

fighting terrorist groups and the U.S. decision to arm Kurdish militias.

e November 14, 2019 (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/europe/erdogan-trump-letter.html) :

Discussions on the commitment to resolve bilateral policy disputes.

UAE Crown Prince Muhammad: 1 meeting

: Discussions on deepening the
bilateral strategic partnership, defense cooperation, and counterterrorism, resolving the conflicts in Yemen and Syria,

and dealing with Iranian threats to regional stability.

The Biden Administration

ince assuming office, President Biden has hosted just four Middle East leaders at the White House: King Abdullah
II of Jordan, Prime Minister Kadhimi of Iraq, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, and Qatar’s Emir Tamim.

Overall visits include the following:
Iraqi Prime Minister Kadhimi: 1 meeting

e July 26,2021 (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/16/statement-by-

white-house-spokesperson-jen-psaki-on-the-visit-of-prime-minister-mustafa-al-kadhimi-of-irag/) : Discussions on

“key areas of shared interest, including through education, health, cultural, energy, and climate initiatives.” President

Biden also emphasized his desire to strengthen bilateral cooperation on political, economic, and security issues,

’

including joint efforts toward ensuring the Islamic State’s “enduring defeat.”

Israeli Prime Minister Bennett: 1 meeting

e August 27, 2021 (https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/27/politics/biden-bennett-israel/index.html) : Discussions on the

Iran nuclear program and ways to promote peace and prosperity for Israelis and Palestinians

Jordanian King Abdullah II: 2 meetings

o July 19,2021 (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/19/readout-of-

: Discussions on enhancing peace and
stability in the region, the economic challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, President Biden’s infrastructure plan, and

Jordan’s plans for a desalination project.

between the United States and Jordan.”

Qatari Emir Tamim: 1 meeting

e January 31, 2022 (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/31/readout-of-

resident-bidens-meeting-with-amir-sheikh-tamim-bin-hamad-al-thani-of-gatar/) : Discussions on the two

countries’ “mutual interest in promoting security and prosperity in the Gulf and broader Middle East region, ensuring


https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-salman-kingdom-saudi-arabia-bilateral-meeting/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/16/politics/trump-erdogan-visit/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/europe/erdogan-trump-letter.html
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/readout-president-donald-j-trumps-meeting-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-zayed-al-nahyan-united-arab-emirates/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/16/statement-by-white-house-spokesperson-jen-psaki-on-the-visit-of-prime-minister-mustafa-al-kadhimi-of-iraq/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/27/politics/biden-bennett-israel/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/19/readout-of-president-joseph-r-biden-jr-meeting-with-king-abdullah-ii-of-jordan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/10/president-biden-to-host-his-majesty-king-abdullah-ii-of-jordan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/31/readout-of-president-bidens-meeting-with-amir-sheikh-tamim-bin-hamad-al-thani-of-qatar/

the stability of global energy supplies, supporting the people of Afghanistan, and strengthening commercial and

investment cooperation.”

Comparison to Other Regions
Under President Biden, the most frequent foreign visits have come from Europe, with 12 leaders from that region

invited to Washington since 2021. In the same period, 10 leaders from Asia have visited and 5 from Africa.
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